Good Friday Walkaround
(At Home)
We know that we can't be together for Good Friday this year and that's sad! However, we also know that Jesus is with us even
when we can't go to church, and so we wanted to give you your
own "Good Friday Walkaround" to do together as a family at
home.
Here's how it works:
Think of each page like each "station" of the walkaround. The
first station is the Palm Sunday part, followed by Jesus in the
temple, and so on. Every "station" has 4 different elements to
it:
A reading
An activity to do
Questions to discuss
A prayer
Feel free to do these activities in a way that works for your
family. Most of these activities will be easy to do with things
you can probably find in your home. Feel free to modify them
to fit your family's situation as you see fit. You don't have to do
them all exactly as they are written - but maybe this will help
you!
More resources for worship during Holy Week can be found at
stjlc.com/online-worship. We hope that this is helpful for your
family, and that you can use it to remember and give thanks for
what Jesus has done for you on the cross. God bless your family!

Station 1 - The Triumphal Entry on
Palm Sunday
Location: In your driveway or on your street (be safe!).

Reading: Matthew 21:1-11

When Jesus and his disciples came near Jerusalem, he went to Bethphage on the Mount
of Olives and sent two of them on ahead. He told them, “Go into the next village, where
you will at once find a donkey and her colt. Untie the two donkeys and bring them to
me. If anyone asks why you are doing that, just say, ‘The Lord needs them.’ Right away
he will let you have the donkeys.” So God’s promise came true, just as the prophet had
said, “Announce to the people of Jerusalem: ‘Your king is coming to you! He is humble
and rides on a donkey. He comes on the colt of a donkey.’”
The disciples left and did what Jesus had told them to do. They brought the donkey and
its colt and laid some clothes on their backs. Then Jesus got on. Many people spread
clothes in the road, while others put down branches which they had cut from trees.
Some people walked ahead of Jesus and others followed behind. They were all shouting,
"Hosanna to the Son of David! God bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!” When Jesus came to Jerusalem, everyone in the city was
excited and asked, “Who can this be?” The crowd answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet
from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Activity: Hold a "Palm Sunday" Mini-Parade!
You'll need some "palm branches" - maybe you have some leftover from Sunday, or
maybe you can make some, or maybe you can use other branches near your house.
Either way, wave them around and shout, "Hosanna!" (Which means, "Save Us Now!")
Celebrate Jesus coming to Jerusalem to save us as King!

Questions to Discuss:
1. If you were hosting a parade, what would be in it?
2. What would be a good reason for a parade?
3. How do you think Jesus felt when all the people were praising Him?

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, thank you for being the King of everything. We praise Your name and thank
You for coming to save us! Amen.

Station 2 - Jesus in the Temple

Location: In your house, wherever you participate in "Online
Worship." (Computer, TV, table with iPad, etc.)
Reading: Luke 19:45-48
When Jesus entered the temple, he started chasing out the people who were selling
things. He told them, “The Scriptures say, ‘My house should be a place of worship.’ But
you have made it a place where robbers hide!” Each day, Jesus kept on teaching in the
temple. So the chief priests, the teachers of the Law of Moses, and some other
important people tried to have him killed. But they could not find a way to do it,
because everyone else was eager to listen to him.

Activity: "Cleanse" Your Worship Space
Easter Sunday is coming, and it's going to be a big celebration! Since we can't be
together for Easter this year, our Easter service will be "online." So, find the place in
your house where you've been doing "online worship," and make sure that it is a place
that honors God! Maybe it needs a little "straightening up." Maybe there are things you
can do to make it a little more special - is there a cross somewhere you can put up? (Or
maybe make one?) Whatever you do, make your "at home" worship space a place where
you can come and worship God this weekend in a way that is honoring and respectful!

Questions to Discuss:
1. What made Jesus so angry about what was going on in the temple?
2. How do you feel about what Jesus did?
3. What is a good way to show honor and respect for God?

Prayer:

Dear Jesus, thank you for showing us that God is meant to be honored and respected
above all else. Please help us to do this, not only this week but every day. Thank you for
your love. Amen.
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Station 3 - The Last Supper
Reading 1: John 13:1-17

Location: At your table

It was before Passover, and Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this
world and to return to the Father. He had always loved his followers in this world, and
he loved them to the very end. Even before the evening meal started, the devil had
made Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, decide to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that he had
come from God and would go back to God. He also knew that the Father had given him
complete power. So during the meal Jesus got up, removed his outer garment, and
wrapped a towel around his waist. He put some water into a large bowl. Then he began
washing his disciples' feet and drying them with the towel he was wearing. But when he
came to Simon Peter, that disciple asked, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus
answered, “You don’t really know what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “You
will never wash my feet!” Peter replied. “If I don’t wash you,” Jesus told him, “you don’t
really belong to me.” Peter said, “Lord, don’t wash just my feet. Wash my hands and my
head.” Jesus answered, “People who have bathed and are clean all over need to wash
just their feet. And you, my disciples, are clean, except for one of you.” Jesus knew who
would betray him. That is why he said, “except for one of you.” After Jesus had washed
his disciples' feet and had put his outer garment back on, he sat down again. Then he
said: "Do you understand what I have done? You call me your teacher and Lord, and you
should, because that is who I am. And if your Lord and teacher has washed your feet,
you should do the same for each other. I have set the example, and you should do for
each other exactly what I have done for you. I tell you for certain that servants are not
greater than their master, and messengers are not greater than the one who sent them.
You know these things, and God will bless you, if you do them."

Activity: "Washing Feet"

Back when Jesus lived, the job of washing feet was reserved for only servants, and it
was considered the dirtiest job of all! But Jesus did it to show His friends that He loved
them and cared for them above everything else, and He wanted them to love and care
for each other in the same way. If your family is comfortable with it, have Dad or Mom
wash everyone's feet (you can just use some water in a basin and a towel). Or, you can
wash each others' hands instead if you would be more comfortable instead. (See the
next page for the questions and additional reading.)

Questions to Discuss:
1. Why did Jesus wash his friends' feet?
2. How do you think Jesus' friends were feeling when he did this?
3. What are some ways that we can serve our family and friends?

Reading 2: Matthew 26:26-30
During the meal Jesus took some bread in his hands. He blessed the bread and broke it.
Then he gave it to his disciples and said, “Take this and eat it. This is my body.”
Jesus picked up a cup of wine and gave thanks to God. He then gave it to his disciples
and said, “Take this and drink it. This is my blood, and with it God makes his agreement
with you. It will be poured out, so that many people will have their sins forgiven. From
now on I am not going to drink any wine, until I drink new wine with you in my Father’s
kingdom.” Then they sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives.

A Note About Holy Communion

The same night that Jesus washed his friends' feet was also the same night
that he gave them (and us) his body and blood to eat and drink for the
forgiveness of sins. This is a very special meal that we celebrate in church and we definitely miss doing that with you! Please wait eagerly with us until
we can meet together again and celebrate the Lord's Supper - we are
looking forward to that day very much!

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, you cared so much for your friends, and you care for us too. Thank you for
serving us. Please help us to serve and help others and love them the same way you
love them. In your name, Amen.

Station 4 - Jesus in the Garden
Location: Outside in a garden or on your lawn.
Reading: Matthew 26:36-45
Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. When they got there, he
told them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” Jesus took along Peter and the two
brothers, James and John. He was very sad and troubled, and he said to them, “I am so
sad that I feel as if I am dying. Stay here and keep awake with me.” Jesus walked on a
little way. Then he knelt with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is
possible, don’t make me suffer by having me drink from this cup. But do what you want,
and not what I want.” He came back and found his disciples sleeping. So he said to
Peter, “Can’t any of you stay awake with me for just one hour? Stay awake and pray that
you won’t be tested. You want to do what is right, but you are weak.” Again Jesus went
to pray and said, “My Father, if there is no other way, and I must suffer, I will still do
what you want.” Jesus came back and found them sleeping again. They simply could not
keep their eyes open. He left them and prayed the same prayer once more. Finally,
Jesus returned to his disciples and said, “Are you still sleeping and resting? The time
has come for the Son of Man to be handed over to sinners.

Activity: Prayer Hands
On the next page you will see an image of "praying hands." Make as many copies of this
page for your family members, or you can create your own. Cut them out and give each
family member one. On these hands, write down things you are worried or scared
about, or things you want Jesus to know. You can use the questions to figure out what
to write. In your prayer time, bring these worries and prayers to Jesus - He will listen.

Questions to Discuss:
1. How was Jesus feeling during this time?
2. What are you worried about or scared about right now?
3. Do you think that Jesus knows how you feel right now? Should we talk to Him about
it?

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, we are worried and scared about (fill in the blank). Please help us and let us
know that You are always with us. Thank you for your promise to always be in our lives.
Amen.

Station 5 - Peter Denies Jesus
Location: Outside in a backyard or side yard.
Reading: Matthew 26:57-58, 69-75
After Jesus had been arrested, he was led off to the house of Caiaphas the high priest.
The nation’s leaders and the teachers of the Law of Moses were meeting there. But
Peter followed along at a distance and came to the courtyard of the high priest’s palace.
He went in and sat down with the guards to see what was going to happen. While Peter
was sitting out in the courtyard, a servant girl came up to him and said, “You were with
Jesus from Galilee.” But in front of everyone Peter said, “That isn’t so! I don’t know what
you are talking about!” When Peter had gone out to the gate, another servant girl saw
him and said to some people there, “This man was with Jesus from Nazareth.” Again
Peter denied it, and this time he swore, “I don’t even know that man!” A little while later
some people standing there walked over to Peter and said, “We know that you are one
of them. We can tell it because you talk like someone from Galilee.” Peter began to
curse and swear, “I don’t know that man!” Right then a rooster crowed, and Peter
remembered that Jesus had said, “Before a rooster crows, you will say three times that
you don’t know me.” Then Peter went out and cried hard.

Activity: Color by Number

This is not a fun part of the story, because Peter really messed up big time here. Even
so, Jesus still loved Peter, and would eventually forgive him. Take some time to discuss
the questions and pray the prayer. While you do so, feel free to color in the next page,
representing a major part of this story.

Questions to Discuss:
1. Have you ever done something to hurt a friend's feelings?
2. Do you think Jesus still loved Peter even after Peter did this?
3. Have we ever hurt Jesus's feelings before?

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, like Peter, we are sorry for the things we have done wrong. We thank you
that you still love us and forgive us. Help us to not do those things, but to love You
instead. Amen.
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Luke 22:54-62
At the last supper Peter professed his love for Jesus. But later he
denied knowing Jesus three times.
What farm animal reminded Peter of his lies?
Use the color code to find out:
1=Green 2=Blue 3=Yellow 4=Orange 5=Brown 6=Black 7=Red
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Station 6 - Jesus Before Pilate
Location: In Your Living Room
Activity: Act Out the Story

For this part of the Walkaround, set up your living room as an imaginary "court" where
Jesus went on trial. We've divided up the reading into "lines" so you can act it out if you
want, or just have one person read it and mime what's happening. If you want, wear
robes as costumes, and have a bowl of water for "Pilate" to wash his hands in.

Reading: Matthew 27:11-26
Narrator: Jesus was brought before Pilate the governor, who asked him,
Pilate: “Are you the king of the Jews?”
Jesus: "You have said so!"
Narrator: But Jesus didn't say anything else after that, even when people were accusing
him.
Pilate: “Don’t you hear what crimes they say you have done?”
Narrator: But Jesus still did not say anything, and the governor was greatly amazed.
During Passover the governor always freed a prisoner chosen by the people. At that
time a well-known terrorist named Barabbas was in jail. So when the crowd came
together, Pilate asked them,
Pilate: “Which prisoner do you want me to set free? Do you want Barabbas or Jesus
who is called the Messiah?”
Narrator: Pilate knew that the leaders had brought Jesus to him because they were
jealous. But the chief priests and the leaders convinced the crowds to ask for Barabbas
to be set free and for Jesus to be killed. Pilate asked the crowd again,
Pilate: “Which of these two men do you want me to set free?”
Crowd: “Barabbas!”
Pilate: “What am I to do with Jesus, who is called the Messiah?”
Crowd: “Nail him to a cross! Crucify him!”
Pilate: “But what crime has he done?”
Crowd: “Nail him to a cross!”
Narrator: Pilate saw that there was nothing he could do and that the people were
starting to riot. So he took some water and washed his hands in front of them and said,
Pilate: “I won’t have anything to do with killing this man. You are the ones doing it!”
Crowd: “We and our own families will take the blame for his death!”
Narrator: Pilate set Barabbas free. (Have someone act out Barabbas going free,
celebrating because Jesus took his place.) Then he ordered his soldiers to beat Jesus with
a whip and nail him to a cross.

Questions to Discuss:
1. How would you feel if you were Barabbas, and you were set free and
Jesus was taken instead?
2. Do you think what was happening to Jesus was right or wrong?
3. Jesus did all of this for you! How does that make you feel?

Prayer:
Dear Jesus, thank you for setting us free because of your love. We love you so much
and we are thankful that you love us. In your name we pray, Amen.

Station 7 - Jesus is Crucified
Location: You choose
Reading: Matthew 27:27-66
Please read this portion in your family's Bible. Additionally, you can go to
https://bit.ly/STJLCwalkaround.

Activity: Crosses Craft
Supplies needed:
Paper plate
Black construction paper
Crayons/markers
Shredded paper
Tape or staples
1. Color the paper plate like a sunset.
2. On the black construction paper, use a white crayon to draw three crosses
on a hill.
3. Cut out the crosses and attach them to the bottom of the paper plate.
4. Stuff the shredded paper behind the crosses.
5. Write out John 3:16 at the bottom under the crosses.

Questions to Discuss:
1. What happened after Jesus died?
2. Why did Jesus have to die?
3. Why do we call this day "Good Friday?"

Prayer:
Thank You, Jesus, for dying on the cross for our sins. Please continue to be with us and
show us Your love every day. Amen.

