
 Order of Online Worship 
- April 4th/5th, 2020 - 

Palm Sunday 

 
To follow along with this Order of Worship, go to stjlc.com/online-worship. 

Welcome and Invocation 

Blessing of Palms 

L O God, who through your prophets foretold our King’s coming in humility: we give you thanks 

for fulfilling Your Word. We pray that You would bless these palms to remind us of the day He 

entered Jerusalem and was acclaimed Son of David and King of Kings by those who laid palm 

branches before him. 

C Bless us who bear them now, and grant that we also may hail Him as our King; 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Hymn: Make Way 
 

Verse 1: 
Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
In splendour arrives! 
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him 
Into your lives! 
 
Chorus 
Make way! (Make way!)  
Make way! (Make way!) 
For the King of Kings! (For the King of Kings!) 
Make way! (Make way!) 
Make way! (Make way! 
And let His Kingdom in! 

Verse 2: 
He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
The pris’ners to free! 
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
The blind shall see! 
 
Chorus 

Verse 3: 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
Who weep and sigh, 
With laughter, joy, and royal crown, 
He’ll beautify! 
 
Chorus 

Verse 4: 
We call you now to worship Him 
As Lord of all, 
To have no gods before him, 
Their thrones must fall! 
 
Chorus 



Sermon - Palm Sunday 

Sermon Text: Matthew 21:1-17 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone 

says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of 

Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal 

of a beast of burden.’” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 

colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks 

on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the 

crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And 

when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And the 

crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he 

overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 13 He 

said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den 

of robbers.” 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. 15 But when 

the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying 

out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, 16 and they said to 

him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, 

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you have prepared praise’?” 17 And leaving 

them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 

Response to the Message: Confession/Absolution 
 

At the appropriate time, pause the video and use the following pages to reflect on God’s 
Commandments. 

 
 



Where Do God’s Commandments Indicate 
That I Need Forgiveness and Change? 

 
The First Commandment: You shall have no other gods. 

● In what or in whom do I hope for my happiness above all else? 
● In what or in whom do I trust most for financial security, physical safety, or 

emotional support? 
● Do I expect only good from God in every situation, or do I worry, doubt, or 

feel unfairly treated when things go wrong? 
● Do I withhold from God what is rightfully His? 

 
The Second Commandment: You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

● Do I curse, speak carelessly, or misuse God’s name? 
● Do I keep all the vows I have made in the Lord’s name, such as confirmation, 

marriage, or legal vows, etc.? 
● Am I diligent and sincere in my prayers, or have I been lazy, distracted or 

unbelieving that He really hears?  
 
The Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

● Do I attend the Church’s worship faithfully, taking in God’s Word and 
Sacrament, or do I attend sporadically because I prefer to be elsewhere? 

● Do I fail to stop working and rest properly? Why? Do I think God can’t hold the 
world together if I stop for a day? Am I trusting Him or me? (see 1st 
Commandment) 

 
The Fourth Commandment: Honor your father and mother. 

● Have I shown my dad and mom that I love and respect them (even if I don’t 
agree with them, etc.)? 

● Have I been angry, stubborn, or disrespectful toward those in authority over 
me, e.g. employers, teachers, pastors, police, government leaders, etc.? 

● Do I obey all the laws of the city, state, and country? 
 
The Fifth Commandment: You shall not murder. 

● Have I unjustly taken the life of anyone, born or unborn? 
● Do I hate anyone, or am I still angry with anyone, harboring a grudge or 

resentment? 
● Do I ignore the plight of the helpless, or am I callous toward needy people? 
● Do I harm my own body by bad habits and neglect? 

 
The Sixth Commandment: You shall not commit adultery. 

● Am I in a sexual relationship with someone other than my spouse? 
● Do I have sex outside of marriage? 
● Do I look at others with lustful intent (including on line)? 
● Am I honoring, generous, and intimate with my spouse? 



 
The Seventh Commandment: You shall not steal. 

● Do I steal, cheat or otherwise seek to get what I have not earned?  
● Do I slack off at work? 
● Do I pay what I owe, return what I borrow, and respect other people’s 

property? 
● Do I give generously and helpfully with my time and money? 

 
The Eighth Commandment: You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

● Have I lied? 
● Do I gossip, listen to rumors, or take pleasure in talking about the faults or 

mistakes of anyone? 
● Do I explain things about others in the best possible way? 

 
The Ninth Commandment: You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

● Do I crave something better, different, or more than what God has given me, 
ascribing my unhappiness to what I do not possess? 

● Do I resent or envy those who have what I do not? 
● Do I give thanks for what I have? Every day? 

 
The Tenth Commandment: You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant 
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

● Am I discontent rather than thankful for the spouse, family, vocation, job, or 
employees the Lord has given me? 

● Have I encouraged someone to break with their spouse, family, friend, 
vocation, job, or employees? 

● Am I contentious, a source of disharmony in my family, congregation, or 
workplace? 

● Have I been active or neglectful in mending broken relationships? 
 
Be sure to watch the end of the video to be assured of God’s forgiveness! 

Gospel of the Passion: Matthew 26:1-27:2 
Nar: When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 
 

Jesus: “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be 
delivered up to be crucified.” 

 

Nar: Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high 
priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by 
stealth and kill him. 

 

C: But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the 
people.” 

Jesus Anointed at Bethany 

 

Nar: Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came up to 



him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as 
he reclined at table. 8 And when the disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying,  

 

C: “Why this waste?9 For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to 
the poor.” 

 

Jesus: But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has 
done a beautiful thing to me. 11 For you always have the poor with you, but you will not 
always have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me 
for burial.13 Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, 
what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” 

 
Judas to Betray Jesus 

 

Judas: Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and 
said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to you?”  

 

Nar: And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he sought an 
opportunity to betray him. 

 

The Passover with the Disciples 

 

Nar: Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,  
 

C: “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 
 

Jesus: He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is 
at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 

 

Nar: And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 
When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as they were 
eating, he said, 

 

Jesus: “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
 
C: And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is 

it I, Lord?” 
 
Jesus: He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son 

of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 

 

Judas: Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” 
 
Jesus: He said to him, “You have said so.” 
 

Institution of the Lord's Supper 

 
Nar: Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

the disciples, and said, 
 
Jesus: “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 

gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink 
again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 
kingdom.”  

 
Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial 



 

Nar:  And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 31 Then Jesus 
said to them, 

 

Jesus: “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 32 But after I am raised up, I will 
go before you to Galilee.” 

Peter:  Peter answered, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 
  

Jesus: Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will 
deny me three times.” 

 
Peter:  Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples 

said the same. 
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane 

 

Nar: Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 
 

Jesus:  “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 
 

Nar:  And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and 
troubled. 38 Then he said to them, 

 

Jesus: “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
 

Nar: And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, 
 

Jesus: “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
you will.” 

 
Nar: And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter,  
Jesus: “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter 

into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 
Nar: Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, 
 

Jesus: “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 
 

Nar: And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving 
them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words 
again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, 

 
Jesus: “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 

betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 

Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

 
Nar: While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd 

with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, 

 

Judas: “The one I will kiss is the man; seize him.” 
 
Nar: And he came up to Jesus at once and said, 
 
Judas: “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 
 

Jesus: Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” 
 



Nar: Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those 
who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the 
servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, 

 

Jesus: “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the 
sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send 
me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then should the Scriptures be 
fulfilled, that it must be so?” 

 

Nar:  At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, 
 

Jesus: “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day 
after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has taken 
place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.”  

 
Nar: Then all the disciples left him and fled. 
 

Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Council 
 

Nar: Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes 
and the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the 
courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the 
end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false testimony against 
Jesus that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, 

 

C: “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in 
three days.’” 

 
Priest: And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that 

these men testify against you?” 
Nar: But Jesus remained silent. 
 
Priest: And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the 

Christ, the Son of God.” 
 
Jesus: Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of 

Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
Priest: Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further 

witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?” 
C: They answered, “He deserves death.”  
 
Nar: Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to 

us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 
 

Peter Denies Jesus 
 

Nar: Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and 
said, 

 

Girl: “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 
 

Peter: But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.”  
 

Girl: And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said to 
the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

 

Peter: And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 



 

C: After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you 
too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 

 

Peter: Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” 
 

Nar: And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the saying of 
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 
wept bitterly. 

 
Jesus Delivered to Pilate 

 

Nar: When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death. 2 And they bound him and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate the governor. 

 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

Offering 

Hymn - Ride On, Ride On In Majesty 
 

Verse 1: 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry; 
O Savior meek, pursue Thy road 
With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Verse 2: 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin 
O'er captive death and conquered sin. 

Verse 3: 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The angel armies of the sky 
Look down with sad and wond'ring eyes 
To see th'approaching sacrifice. 

Verse 4: 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
The Father on His sapphire throne 
Awaits His own anointed Son. 

Verse 5: 
Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, Thy pow'r and reign! 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Benediction 

Postlude - All Glory, Laud and Honor 
 
 

Thank you so much for joining us! God bless you! 


